
Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
140 1 Constitution Avenue
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Sir:

Residents in northeastern Minnesota are deeply concerned about the devastating economic effects that the
closing of iron ore plants, and the threat of more closings, are having on our region and communities. I
believe that if that if the current trend continues, this region as well as the upper peninsula of Michigan
could become a desolate area void of essential industry employment opportunities to fuel our local
economy.

The situation in similar to that of the coal mine closures in the Appalachian Mountains with one significant
difference. Coal reserves in the western United States were readily available and a sound choice for
electric utilities over eastern coal, given its environmentally preferred lower sulfur  content. By contrast,
our region, northeastern Minnesota and Upper Michigan, hold the only significant iron ore reserves in our
country.

A strong sense of Patriotism still can be found on the Iron Range of northeastern Minnesota. Our friends
and families helped fuel the industrial revolution and every major war effort of the 20” Century. It appears
to us the importations of unfairly dumped steel into this country, at prices well below the cost of
production, is threatening to destroy our ability to produce American steel and is putting us into an
untenable, very vulnerable position. The question is, if we allow our domestic iron ore and steel industries
to atrophy, how will we ever be able to re-tool in time to able to defend ourselves in another world crisis.
The current Chinese/American tensions over a downed Navy spy plane are an eloquent example of how
quickly tensions escalate and we need to be ready.

Every ton of imported steel reduces demand for Minnesota and Michigan produced iron ore pellets as well
as for American Steel in general. Already, that phenomenon has put thousands of workers here on the
Minnesota Iron Range out of work. In our community of Aurora-Hoyt Lakes, total population is about
4,000 people. We experienced earlier this year the permanent closing of a taconite facility with 1,400 jobs
lost - forever. This event has been primarily fueled by unfairly and under priced imported steel being
allowed into our great Nation.

The loss of jobs quickly translates into lost taxes to support schools, local government, and civic
infrastructure. Worse yet is that it spreads despair across the region with vendors and spin-off businesses
also adversely affected. The end result is that thousands of people will move away and thousands of
college and trade school graduates find jobs elsewhere.

When the international tables turn on us, and we discover that we once again need to produce massive
quantities of domestic steel, where will we find those highly trained folks? We will not be able to do that
quickly. Re-tooling and revitalizing will be a long, slow process at a time when we have a crucial,
immediate need.

Please see to it that the nation’s iron ore mining and steel making capability is protected.

138 Holland Drive
Aurora, MN 55705



Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
.7Strategic Anaiysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
TT,-. -u . s. vept. of commerce, Room 3 g767
T-7 1.wasnington,  D.C. 26230

Dear KG-. Botwin:

I’m very concerned that America has become the dumping ground for miiiions oftons of
unfairiy traded steei. An increasing amount is semi-finished steei, which directiy
impacts our iron ore mines. Excess giobal capacity is being shipped to the worid’s
iargest market-the good old U.S.A. This iiiegaiiy traded steei has driven more than a
dozen domestic steei companies into bankruptcy protection. More than 8,WO iayoffs
have occurred in the iast six months. Ail of this in spite of tens ofbiiiions ofdoiiars
invested in modernization that made domestic steei the most competitive in the worid.
You sureiy must reaiize that our armed forces need an uninterrupted source of steei,
which is a source within our own borders. A proionged struggie couid i?nd the U.S.
dependent upon the Japanese, Russians or Chinese for our steel needs. Domestic iron ore
mines & biast furnaces, once shut down, cannot be put back into production on short
notice.

The iron ore mines of Mchigan & Minnesota are located in rurai areas that reiy heaviiy
on the mines for their iiving. If the mines are forced to shut down the impact on our
communities wiii be devastating. Modern mining requires a work force that is weii paid.
There is no industry that can repiace it-the rippie erffect of losing these mining jobs will
arEect the entire iocai economy.

County, city & townships wiii be faced with providing services with diminished tax
revenues. The housing market, school systems-every phase of our economy wiii be
arffected.

As hard-working, tax-paying citizens we have a right to expect that our government wiil
iook out for our interests when foreign companies and countries vioiate our trade iaws
and wreak havoc on our communities. 1 urge you to consider these facts as the Section
232 investigation goes forward.

Sincereiy submitted,

Eveiyn Seebbins
3 11 Harrison St.
Marquette, Mi 49555-33 15
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R.L. BALCONI CO.L-P
Mining & Industrial Supplies

1900 w. us 41
Ishpeming, Michigan 49849

Phone (906) 485-1051
Fax (906) 485-4372

TO: Bureau of L=xport Admmlstratlon
ATTN:
DATE:
FROM:

Mr. Brad Botwin
4-6-O I
Paul Batconi

#OF PAGES 3

SUBJECT: Support of232 investigation

Dear Mr. Botwin,

I am writing to you to ask for your support of the Department of Commerce Section 232
investigation.

Our company is dependent on the survival of the local iron ore mines. More importantly,
the effects of mine closures significantly diminish govemment  revenue, employment
opportunities, and the general community/State strength that currently e.xists in the Upper
Michigan and Minnesota areas. This has aheady been emphasized by the ciosures that
have already taken place in Minnesota due to the unfair and illegal steel dumping that has
been allowed to occur to date.

If this industry is not supported by the enforcement of the trade laws that already exist,
this industry will not be able to support itself, as we currently know it. This could and will
most likely force our country to rety exctnsively on foreign imports of raw materials
required in the steel making process. Clearly this posses real and frightening issues that
could prove to be devastating in a war time situation.

It is based on this that 1 strongly urge you to find, as a result of this investigation, that the
iron ore industry is essential to our national security. and that the resources of this industry
be protected

Thank you for your consideration

Paul Balconi
R. L.. Balconi Company, President



April 8,200l

Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin

Accept this letter as my means to express support for the crippled iron ore industry of theses United
States and its position relating to the Commerce Department Section 232 investigation to determine the
national security aspect of imported iron ore and steel imports.

We as a nation, should have a compliment of armed forces that are comprised of qualified men and
women, who are supplied with appropriate weapons systems that are reliant on products manufactured in
the U.S.A. The products should be processed in the U.S. of domestic steel. Any dependency on
imported steel or steel products weakens our country’s infrastructure and military strength.

My major consideration that must be addressed is my employment is contingent on the steel industry.
The iron ore mines of Michigan and Minnesota are located in rural areas that rely heavily on the
enormous economic factor generated by the mines. Should any mines be forced to close or reduce
production, the economic impact to the local economy will be devastating. This skilled workforce will
be without replacement jobs.

The ripple effect of support services will trickle down to all aspects of the area. Local units of
government will be faced with providing essential services operating from a diminished tax base. Shops,
businesses, and schools will close and the population will need to relocate, as the area will not be able to
absorb such unemployment. The cornrnunity life will be lost, under-mining the traditional family values
of the area. What a shame - to have America lose that sense offamily!

I urge you to consider these factors. America needs American mined and processed steel. American
steel provides independence Tom foreign powers - allies and future adversaries. The American steel
and mining industry provides JOBS, including mine. I have a dream, in order to achieve that dream I
need my job. Allow me to live my dream and provide me the opportunity to support my family.

3 Longyear Drive
Negaunee, MI 49866
United States of America
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PRIME SUPPLY co.
P.0. Box 520  200 Eat Smith Street Iron Mountain. MI 49801

Phone (906) 779-5522 Fax (906) 779-5540

e-mail: primesup$Aup.net

April 6, 2001

Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin:

This writing is in regard to U.S. Department of Commerce Section 232 to
determine the effects of imports of iron ore and semi-finished steel to our National
Security.

The Michigan and Minnesota mines play a major role in employment in our area.
Not only do they employ well-trained professional people who perform their jobs well,
but also there are several vendors and contractors who employ hundreds of people to
service the mines with product and skilled trades.

Our company is one of these who have been able to reduce the unemployment in
our area because of the mining industry, which has contributed greatly to our cause where
industry is just not here except for mining. This could never be replaced.

Michigan and Minnesota need these iron ore mines and we need to secure a strong
domestic steel industry. We should not have to depend on imported steel in the event of a
national emergency.

I sincerely request the Department of Commerce to investigate to the fullest into
section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962.

Respec t fu l l y ,  fl



Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

I am writing to express my support for the United States iron ore industry and its position
in the Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to determine the national
security aspect of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

I am very aware of Mr. Greenspans recent comments regarding his support of free trade
policies among the world’s nations. While I am not aware that he specifically mentioned
iron ore and steel in his discussions, I did feel that he was pointing in our direction. This
was very disappointing to me because the issue in this case is not simply free trade. I am
very aware that we are in a world market and that we must compete in this arena. I also
know that the iron ore industry has made great strides to lower cost, yet continues to
improve the quality of their product through the hard work of a dedicated work force.
The finished cost of our products today is lower than they were 25 years ago. This says a
lot about the work that we have accomplished, but I also know that we must continue our
efforts. When we discuss “free trade”, this subject should be defined the same for
everyone. This does not mean that other countries can subsidize their product to lower
the cost on a world market. I do feel that we can compete if the rules are the same for
everyone.

With regard to our national security, we only have to look at the oil industry and see
where we are today. There is a major difference between our industries. While we are
very dependent on foreign oil, the United States has production capabilities that would
assist in the event of national security issues. If the iron ore industry ceases to exist
because a flood of subsidized imports decimates it, what would happen? It would take
months to years to reopen existing mines or develop new operations.

Our iron ore mines are located in rural areas of Michigan and Minnesota that rely heavily
on the economic activity generated by the mines. The impact of closure would be
devastating to the communities. As the Section 232 investigation goes forward I urge
you to consider these factors. America’s defense infrastructure should rest on a solid
foundation built with American iron and steel.

Respe&f&subm$~

Stephen Robe&
1.570 Glenwood Lane
Ishpeming, MI 49849
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D.A. MacPHERSON, INC.
EQUIPMENT, ENGINES & SUP6LIES

Monday, April 02, 2001

Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin:

County Road 653
P.O. Box 32
Iron River, Michigan 49935

Service
Acctg.

Phone (906) 265-5197
Toll Free l-800-338-71 78
Sales Fax (906) 2653112
Parts Fax (906) 265-4316
Dept. Fax (906) 265-5721
Dept. Fax (906) 265-1075

E-Mail: mpherson @portup.com
www.damacpherson.com

This letter is written to voice my support for the United States iron ore industry and its position in the
Departments Section 232 investigation to determine the national security aspect of imported iron ore and
semi-finished steel.

I am employed at D. A. MacPherson, Inc. in Iron River, Michigan and my employer is a “key supplier” to
the Tilden and Empire Mines located here in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. These iron ore mines
have invested tens of millions of dollars to upgrade and modernize their facilities. The sacrifice made by
their employees and investment made in these mines has made these mines world class competitors.
Please don’t allow this all to go to waste due to unfairly traded and subsidized slab steel.

Iron mining provides a substantial part of the direct employment and spinoff employment base in this
rural area of Michigan. If the Tilden and Empire Mines are forced to close, there is very little alternative
industry for me to find work in. These people and their families will need to relocate at considerable
expense, with no assurance that another job that matches their skills will be available. Thousands of
people will be in this unenviable position.

The Department must also consider whether it is proper for this country to ask our servicemen and
women to defend America with weapons systems dependent on foreign steel. If these iron ore
employees of the Tilden and Empire Mines cannot remain employed in such a basic industry so
fundamental to our defense, how much will be left to defend?

Respectfully submitted,

D. A. MacPherson, Inc.

John MacPherson
President

cc: File



County of Houghton

COUNTY  COURTHOUSE,  HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN 49931

April 9, 2001

Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin:

The Houghton County Board of Commissioners wishes to express their concerns over the impact of
imported steel, both semi-finished and finished.

We, as Americans, cannot sit by and watch as the ever increasing flood of unfairly traded steel
products threatens this country. Already fifteen American steel companies have filed for bankruptcy
protection. This puts almost forty thousand American jobs in jeopardy.

The steel industry has been a fundamental building block of this great nation’s economy. No longer
can we sacrifice the tens of thousands ofjobs just so we can become globally competitive. We expect
our government to enforce the trade laws that mandate fair competition and to stem the flood of
illegal foreign steel into this country.

Houghton County Board of Commissioners
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CITY OF ORR on Beautiful Pelican Lake
ORR. MINNESOTA 5577 I TELEPHONE:(:! 18) 757-3288

4/6/O 1 w

Mr. Brad Botwin
Bureau of Export Administration
US Department of Commerce Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

RE: Section 232 Investigation

Dear Mr. Botwin:

Our community strongly encourages your agency to complete the Section 232 Investigation into
the effects of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel into the United States. The steel industry
is very important to our community even though the iron mines lye 40 miles to our south. Many
people live in our community who work in a mine or work for a company servicing the mines.
They live and recreate here on the periphery of the iron range enjoying a high quality of life
conducive to raising a family without serious crime or the looming threat of drugs and alcohol.

Our community leaders and laborers have spent a lifetime providing steel for America to grow
and prosper. We encourage the federal government to study the problem of imported iron ore
and semi-finished steel and to enforce trade regulations that allow for fair competition.

Thank you for your consideration.

David Gl&aski
Mayor
City of Orr
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March 31,200l

Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau Of Export Administration
US Department Of Commerce
Room 3 876
Washington, DC. 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin,

The iron ore mines in Michigan and Minnesota have supplied the US Steel Industry with
iron ore for over 150 years. Closing these mines because of foreign imports is a threat to
our national security and to our economic stability.

We cannot afford to be controlled by a foreign Steel Cartel similar to what has happened
in the oil industry. Stopping and starting an oil pump is one thing. Stopping and starting
an iron ore mine is something else.

Legislation is needed to set iron ore production levels which are not less than the 1995
rated capacity for Michigan and Minnesota mines.

Sincerely,

P-g*
James F. Sodergren, Marq. Co. Treas. Retired
Rt. 1 Box 145
Ishpeming, ML 49849

Copies to: President George W. Bush, Rep. Bat-t Stupak, Sen. Carl Levin, Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, Rep. James L. Oberstar, Sen. Paul Wellstone and Sen. Mark Dayton.



omee oi the clerk
Town of MeDavlU

SO77 6xwnDeld  Drlva
Zim, Minoesoh 55758-8025

March 30,200l

Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
US Department of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Re: Support for the 232 Investigation

Dear Director Botwin:

I am writing on behalf of the McDavitt Township Board of Supervisors to express their
support for the 232 Investigation. As you have no doubt heard, Northeastern Minnesota
will be devastated if the imports of iron ore and semi-finished steel continue to be
brought into this country without regard to U.S. trade regulation that allow for fair
competition.

In our area, we could see as many as 2000 jobs in the mining industry lost with up to an
additional 4000 spin-offjobs. It will force people to leave to find good paying jobs. This
will cause diminishing revenues and leave a huge burden on the counties who need to
provide services for the people remaining here.

Following through with the 232 Investigation is of extreme importance to our community
and we greatly appreciate your attention to this matter on our behalf.

If you have questions for the Supervisors of the McDavitt Township Board or myself,
You may reach us at the address above. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Debra A. Frazier, Clerk
Town of McDavitt



March 27,2001

Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington D.C. 20230

Mr. Botwin,

We are writing to show our support for the US iron ore industry and it’s position in the Commerce Section
232 investigation to determine the national security aspect of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

There are many questions to be raised. How can a nation successfully defend itself if it relies on foreign
imports? Once steel and iron companies are shut down they cannot be put back into production on short
notice.

Our local areas in Michigan and Minnesota rely heavily on the economic activity generated by our mines.
If the mines end production, the effect could be devastating to our governments, school systems, etc.
Skilled miners would have a hard time finding jobs anywhere.

As the Section 232 investigation goes forward, we urge you to consider these factors. Please keep our
country strong and self reliant.

Sincerely,

Kathie and Michael Eliason



March 27,200l

Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin,

I am concerned about the survival of the domestic iron ore industry in the United States
and support its position in the Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to
determine the national security aspect of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

It is very important for our country in a time of national crisis not to have to rely on a
supply of steel from outside our borders that could be compromised during that crisis.
This invites danger and could put our national security of the United States at risk. Once
our domestic steel companies and iron ore mines shut down permanently, it would be
impossible to start them back up for production on short notice.

Also the iron ore mines of Michigan and Minnesota are located in rural areas that depend
on the economic activity generated by the mines. If closed down, the impact on the local
communities would be devastating. There could be a loss of more than 2000 direct
mining jobs in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and more than 5000 in Minnesota. This well
paid trained work force would not be able to find enough comparable jobs in the local
rural area. There is also many indirect jobs and their mining vendors and suppliers that
would not be needed.

The local units of government in these iron ore industry areas will be faced with
providing services with fewer taxes collected if this industry is not needed anymore.
Also affected will be the real estate market, school systems, retail stores, universities and
colleges.

As the Section 232 investigation goes forward I urge you to consider these important
factors. Our country’s defense irmastructure should rest on a solid foundation built with
reliable supplies of vital raw materials such as American iron and steel.

Sincerely,

s!(A=m/uw

Mrs. Karen Wertanen
429 Buffalo Road
Negaunee, Michigan 49866
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Voice and Fax 906-356-6380
Email  jkassoc@up.net

March 29, 2001

Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin,

I am a small business owner located in the central Upper Peninsula of Michigan and I am very
concerned about how steel imports are hurting this local economy. The local Cliffs Mining operations
are already slowing and may have to close. This area is very dependent on the mines for its millions in
payroll.

Also, for the country as a whole, the steel “dumping” that is being allowed will certainly hurt our ability to
have this, important resource available if we were not able to depend on foreign sources. It may be a
matter of national security to keep this important industry alive and not allow unfair competition to put it
out of business.

Another concern is the quality of steel products being brought into the country. Do countries like
Russia have the same standards for steel production as we have in this country? What about the steel
that taxpayers put into public buildings? Are these buildings less safe with foreign steel? In any case,
shouldn’t these buildings be built with domestic steel?

I think that the steel industry in this country must be saved for economic, security and safety reasons.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

President
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DAVID V. POIRIER, RPh
RR1 BOX111

ISHPEMING Ml 49849
PHONE (906) 486-8641

FAX (906) 486-4964

Mr Brad Botwin
Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, D.C. 20230

Mr Botwin,

Please be advised that I am concerned about the plight of the U. S. iron
ore and steel industry. While our economy was booming through the decade
of the 1990s these industries were laying off thousands of workers. The steel
and mining companies invested $23 billion dollars in upgrades and computer
technology to remain competitive, while the workers increased productiviy  by
175 percent since 1990. I believe they can compete in the global market as
long as there is a level playing field.

My concern is with the steel and iron dumping from foreign companies. Our
industry cannot compete in such a market, and without your help we may see
permanent damage done to an industry so vital to our national interests. Please
take action to stop these unfair practices and help the iron and steel industry of
our country survive into the new millenium.

David V. Poirier



Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin,

The purpose of this letter is to voice my support for the iron ore industry in the United States and its
position in the Department of Commerce’s Section 232 investigation to determine the impact to national
security imported iron ore and semi-finished steel may have.

I am an employee of Northshore  Mining Company in Minnesota and I have worked very hard over the
years to help make our company a low-cost, efftcient  supplier of iron ore to the integrated steel industry.
My company has invested tens of millions of dollars to upgrade and modernize our facilities and to make
them more friendly  to the environment. We have worked hard and sacrificed much and I believe that this
has made us world class competitors. Please do not allow our efforts to be undermined by unfairly traded
and subsidized semi-finished steel.

The domestic steel and iron ore industry needs to remain vital as a part of the U.S. economy and must not
be left  out to die. I believe it would not be wise for the U.S. to allow this to happen. Once the industry has
vanished it will be very difficult to revive. The Department must consider whether the U.S. should rely on
foreign steel in a time of national crisis. If we do not act to protect what is left ( and I am not advocating a
protectionist policy) by invoking lawful actions, the national security of the U.S. could be at risk.

I have seen information that leads me to believe that the Department of Commerce had recently conducted
an investigation into foreign dumping of steel during the later years of the Clinton administration. This
particular article (found on a web site, corporateinformation.com , lndustry Analysis: the Steel Industry)
stated that the Department had indeed found several cases of dumping going on by several foreign
countries. The article stated that the Department brought this to the attention of President Clinton but that
he ignored the allegations and failed to act. The investigators then made a presentation to Congress which
had a majority vote to act but was again ignored by President Clinton. I don’t know why the President did
this but based on his past behavior, both in office and since he has let?, it doesn’t surprise me. I do hope
that the new Bush administration will act more responsibly.

Iron mining is a substantial part of the employment base here in northern Minnesota. If the mine did close
it would be very difficult for me to fmd comparable employment elsewhere and I would be forced to
compete with thousands of others.

The United States must maintain a strong national defense and that begins with a strong domestic source of
raw materials such as steel and iron ore. As a nation, we must retain the skilled and experienced people
employed in this basic industry. These issues are fundamental to our defense and national interests. They
must be addressed in a manner that preserves and protects our national security.

I urge the Department of Commerce to take these thoughts into consideration as you determine the impact
of foreign imported iron ore and semi-finished steel on U.S. national security.

Respectfully submitted,

Walter A. Skalsky


